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Survey of Cultural Studies: Representations of the Past in Popular Culture

Goals of the course

This course uses a cultural studies approach to the study of modern Japanese
history. Through comparison of various works of culture (manga, films, TV dramas,
novels etc), non-fiction works (documentaries, academic books, essays etc.) and
tourist sites (museum, theme parks etc.), students will analyze how modern history
(1850-1950) is represented in contemporary Japanese popular culture.

Overview of the course

There will be mini lectures and group discussions during class about how history is
represented in works of culture, non-fiction works and tourist sites. This course is a
reevaluation of modern Japanese history through the lens of cultural studies, where
we think of history as a “product for sale”.

Keywords

Cultural studies, critical thinking, modern Japanese history, tourism studies
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Plan
No. Content
ALHT Active Learning Hours Project: fieldwork at a historical site + report.
Deadline: 3 December.
ALH2 | (Asin ALHT)
1 Introduction: The connections between history and cultural studies
2 Bakumatsu Period & the Boshin War
3 The Early Meiji period
4 The Colonization of Hokkaido
5 Meiji Era World Heritage Sites
6 The Sino-Japanese War and Russo-Japanese War
7 Late Meiji Literature
8 Staged History and Interwar Japan
9 Empire and Class Conflict
10 The China War
11 The Beginning of the Pacific War
12 The Kamikaze and Battle of Okinawa
13 The A-bombs and Defeat

Grading system for assessment

Participation in class (20%), Active Learning Project (30%), End-of-term report (50%)
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Preview/review

Preparation: Reading materials in advance of class.
Homework: Preparation for the end-of-term report.

Notes
This class is taught in English, but most of the popular culture texts discussed are in
Japanese. | hope for a good balance of Japanese and non-Japanese students and we
will be thinking about Japanese history from many different angles.

This class is completely online.

Detailed instructions will be on the class homepage:
http://philipseaton.net/undergraduate-teaching/
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