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Title (English)

War Stories in Tourism and Popular Culture

Goals of the course

This course uses a cultural studies and tourism studies approach to the study of
Japanese history. It focuses on the representation of war in tourist sites and works of

popular culture.

Overview of the course

There will be mini lectures and group discussions during class about how history is
represented in works of culture, non-fiction works and tourist sites. This course is a
reevaluation of Japanese history through the lens of cultural studies and tourism
studies, where we think of history (especially war history) as a “product for sale”.

Keywords

Cultural studies, critical thinking, Japanese history, war, tourism studies

Plan

Content

Introduction: The connections between history, cultural studies, and tourism

Myths and Ancient wars

Sengoku period

The Bakumatsu period and Meiji Restoration
The Colonization of Hokkaido and Okinawa
The Russo-Japanese War

World War |

The China War

1 Active Learning Hours Project: fieldwork at a historical site + report. Deadline: 8

December.

(As in ALHT)

The Pacific War

The Kamikaze and Battle of Okinawa

Defeat and the A-bombs

The SDF in popular culture and fantasy wars

End of term test

Grading system for assessment

Participation in class (30%), Active Learning Hours Project (20%), End-of-term test

(50%)
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Preview/review

Preparation: Reading materials in advance of class.
Homework: Preparation for the end-of-term test.

Notes

This class is ONLINE in Week 1. Arrangements will be made for people prevented
from entering Japan. People stuck outside Japan, please email the instructor:
pseaton62@tufs.ac.jp

This class is taught in English, but most of the popular culture texts discussed are in
Japanese. | hope for a good balance of Japanese and non-Japanese students and we
will be thinking about Japanese history from many different angles.

Detailed instructions will be on the class homepage:
http://philipseaton.net/undergraduate-teaching/
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