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Title (English)

Introduction to Japanese Society

Goals of the course

In this course, students will learn about the various the issues facing Japanese society

in the 21st century.

Overview of the course

Each week students learn about a different issue facing Japanese society in the 21st

century. Students will read articles and book chapters for homework. Students will

complete an Active Learning Hours Portfolio (reviews of academic papers around a

particular theme). Students' grades are determined mainly by their performance in

class mini exams.

Keywords
Japanese society, politics, economy, environment, gender
Plan

Content

The Japanese Archipelago (geography, climate, territory)

Population (population shrinkage, rural depopulation, aging society)

Multicultural Japan (minorities, urban vs rural, prefectural characteristics). **Mini
exam 1**

The State (parliament, bureaucracy, local authorities)

The Economy (industry, agriculture, business)

Work (full-time work, part-time work, male-female equality). *Mini exam 2**
Households (family structure, housing, declining birthrates)

Class ("middle class Japan", wealth and poverty)

Education (compulsory education, higher education, qualifications and training).
*Mini exam 3**

Leisure (sport, pop culture, entertainment)

The Environment (disasters, energy, nature)

ALH Portfolio 1: Reviews of five academic articles on a unified theme.

ALH Portfolio 2 (as ALHT)

The Movement of People (relocation, migration, tourism)

Japan in International Society (international relations, defense, contributions to
international society)*Mini Exam 4**

Grading system for assessment
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Active Learning Hours Portfolio (30%), Participation in class (10%), Mini exams (60%)

Preview/review

Students will read materials on the course website.

Notes

ONLINE until all students prevented from entering Japan have arrived. But, mini
exams for people in Tokyo are IN THE CLASSROOM (alternative arrangements will be
made for those stuck outside Japan). Details are given in Week 1.

Detailed instructions will be on the class homepage:
http://philipseaton.net/undergraduate-teaching/

This course uses both online on-demand materials and class discussions.
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