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Goals of the course

1) To learn about the field of Japan Studies,
2) To understand research ethics and best practice,
3) To learn about the teaching and research of staff in the School of Japan Studies

(8JS).
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Overview of the course

The course divides into two halves. The first half focuses on the field of Japan Studies
around the globe and research ethics. The second half introduces the education and

research activities in the School of Japan Studies.
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Plan

Content

Course Orientation. Lecture: "The Infrastructure of Japan Studies". Departments,
conferences, journals etc.

Lecture: "The Past and Future of Japan Studies". The history and future
trajectory of Japan Studies as an academic field.

Lecture: "What is Japan Studies Research?". The difference between study and
research. The characteristics of a good researcher. What is research
malpractice?

Lecture: "Writing Academic Essays". Structure, citations, compiling
bibliographies. Introducing the style guides (Harvard etc.) often used in Japan
Studies.

Lecture: "Doing a Literature Review". Finding materials using Google Scholar.
How to distinguish reliable and dodgy sources.

Lecture: "Reading Japan Studies Research". Some leading Japan Studies
researchers and their work.

Mid-term test. Orientation for the second half of the course.

Survey of Japan Studies journals (worksheet).

As in ALH1

The faculty of SJS and their teaching/research. Session 1.
The faculty of SJS and their teaching/research. Session 2.
The faculty of SJS and their teaching/research. Session 3.
The faculty of SJS and their teaching/research. Session 4.
The faculty of SJS and their teaching/research. Session 5

End-of-term test. Course wrap-up.
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Grading system for assessment

Participation in class (10%)

Active Learning Hours report (20%)
Mid-term test (35%)

End-of-term test (35%)

Preview/review

Reading and reviewing materials in preparation for the two tests.

Notes

Materials are on the class website:
https://philipseaton.net
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