Asahi Culture Center Class, 12 November 2024
Monty’s Revolver

Here are some questions about the content of the story. Let’s discuss them in pairs and then
also as a class.

Here is a table of the people mentioned in the story. Let’s complete the information about
them. Next to the person’s name, put a circle (O) to indicate they are a major character, and
put a cross (X) to indicate they are a minor character.

Name Age (approx.) | Job Relationship to other characters
Frank Rawlins

Carol Summerson

Smithson

John Summerson

Jack

Monty

Bernard Montgomery

Florence

Francesca

On page 222, there is a letter. What 2 pieces of crucial information for the story does it
contain?

In this situation, what does “a penny coming down six times on the trot” mean (the letter,
paragraph two)?

What is Frank Rawlins’ big hobby?

At the bottom of page 223, why did Carol stop suddenly, and why did a silence fall between
her and John?



At the top of page 224, what is the significance of Frank Rawlins dream about Carol
Summerson?

In the middle of page 225, what proposal does Rawlins make? What is Carol’s reaction?

At the bottom of page 225, it says “Carol’s rise came through in mid-January”. What do you
think is the reason for her getting a rise?

Why does Carol insist on them going out to lunch on that specific day?

At the top of page 227, John speaks to Rawlins. What do you think was the purpose of this
conversation?

What confession does John make? (Hint, this is the key to the whole story!)

Whose revolver is John holding? Why do you think he points it at Rawlins’ chest?

On page 228, why does he point it at his own temple?

While reading the paragraph in the middle of page 228, what is the reader supposed to be
thinking?

In the last paragraph of page 228 there is another crucial piece of information about Carol.
What is it?

On page 229, what are “the new case” (line 6) and “the reward” (line 10)?

What had happened immediately after John put the revolver to his head and after he pulled
the trigger?

Why do you think John behaved in this way with Rawlins?

What was the mystery in this story? Were you able to guess the solution?



