Asahi Culture Center Class, 26 November 2024
Neighbourhood Watch

This story is quite complicated! Let’s break it down into ten scenes and understand what is
happening in each one. Then, let’s discuss some of the themes and tricky phrases within it.

Scene 1: ‘We must never make ..." (p. 119) > ... she hardly knew herself (p. 123).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 2: Morse sauntered around Blackwells ... (p. 123) = ... to Police HQ (p. 124).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 3: ‘Nice, er, lunch sir?’ ... (p. 124) - ‘... do you want me?’ (p. 125).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 4: It was one minute ... (p. 125) = ‘... didna tell yer?’ (p. 125).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 5: It was from their unmarked ... (p. 125) = Dr Eric Ullman (p. 126).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 6: Morse was still shaking his head ... (p. 125) - ... appreciate the quality.” (p. 128).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 7: Lewis drove ... (p. 128) > ... ‘Night sir.” (p. 128).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 8: Morse had put out ... (p. 129) = ... Chippendale — 1756. (p. 129).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:




Scene 9: It was Sergeant Dixon ... (p. 129) > ... walked out into the night. (p. 130).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Scene 10: ‘A wee drop of the malt ...” (p. 130) = ... back home. (p. 132).
Location:
Characters:
Plot summary:

Key moments for understanding the story:

Who is the woman in the pub (Scene 1)? What important information did she learn by
watching the conversation between Morse, Ullman, Price and Stockman?

In Scene 4, who was the man leaving his property?
In Scene 5, Ullman left his house. Did he go to the Apollo Theatre? If not, where did he go?

Who wrote the letter on page 122? Why did s/he write it? Why is the spelling mistake in the
letter significant?

Who was the woman who pushed a newspaper in Ullman’s letter box (page 126)?

Fill in the blanks with the name of two different characters from the story. The story is called

“Neighbourhood Watch” because was watching s
house while it was being burgled. As a result, the thieves were caught.

Difficult to understand phrases:
What messages about social class are in these lines spoken by the characters?

“No chivalry like that these days, eh, Morse?” (Stockman, page 119).
“Metro, wasn’t it?” asked Price (Price, page 121).

“The wife’s got a Tupperware party, | think, but—" (Lewis, page 125).
“Wagner’s me greatest passion in life, didna tell yer?” (Millie, page 125).
“He can’t even spell the bloody word!” (Morse, page 127).

“A wee drop of the malt, Chief Inspector?” (Ullman, page 130).

What do these phrases mean?

“You been sleeping in the knife-box?” (Morse, page 124).

“Don’t count your chickens — not yet.” (Millie, page 125).

“Not everybody’s cup o’ tea — Wagner.” (Lewis, page 126).

“If he’s been burgled tonight, I’'m a Dutchman.” (Lewis, page 128).



