Asahi Culture Center Class, 10 December 2024
Dead as a Dodo

This story is more straightforward than some of the others we have read. It relies on a single
twist. However, it requires a little more historical and cultural knowledge to understand.

The Historical Context

Colin Dexter lived from 1930 to 2017. He was aged 9-15 during World War Il and the conflict
clearly shaped his writing. Understanding this story requires knowledge of Britain during the

war years (the same was true for “Monty’s Revolver”). So, before discussing the story, let’s
get some background knowledge about the following things. Look them up on the Internet.

P. 90, Dunkirk evacuation (1940):

P. 84, Cheltenham (look up “GCHQ”):

P. 82, Wartime Intelligence (Alan Turing, Enigma (Ultra), Bletchley Park):

What is the broader connection between Oxford, Cambridge, and British Intelligence?
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What are the connections between “Morse”, “crosswords”, and intelligence?

If you have a chance and are interested, please watch the film Imitation Game starring
Benedict Cumberbatch. It will give you a sense of British intelligence during World War I ...
and also attitudes towards homosexuality in wartime Britain. Or, you can read this
Wikipedia article about the film: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The Imitation Game




Dead as a Dodo

What is a dodo? Who is Dodo?

What was Dodo’s real name? Why do you think he chose the name Dodo?

Why did Ambrose change his identity?

On page 84, it says there was “not a single family photograph” in the Whitakers’ house. Why
was this?

Page 86, at Ambrose’s funeral, Philip Wise talks to Ambrose’s wife. Why does she seem “a
bit strained”?

What is the first possible explanation given by Morse (page 87)?

What is the second possible explanation given by Wise (page 88-89)?

What is the significance of the car number plate “AW 1”? Do you know about the system of
personalized license plates in the UK?

What was the real relationship between Dodo and “her brother Ambrose”?

What are some of the mysteries that remain at the end of the story? What do you think the
explanations are?



