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At the Lulu-bar Motel 
 
This story is in two halves and describes two scams. It is another one of those stories where 
you have to read it multiple times to catch all the nuances … 
 
 
Overview of the Story 
 
What is a motel? 
 
Which country does the story take place in? What is the significance of this location? 
 
 
Find a sentence on page 97 that gives you a hint that the story is in this country. Find a 
sentence on page 98 that is a much stronger clue. 
 
 
“If you don’t relish reading about such pleasant folk who plop like juicy pears into the 
pockets of sharp-fingered charlatans – well, you’re not going to like this story.” (p. 98). Did 
you like the story? 
 
 
This is a story of two scams. Who was the victim of the first one? Who was the victim of the 
second one? 
 
 
There are two sentences (on p. 97 and p. 104) in which Dexter gives big hints about what 
will happen in the two scams. Did you notice them? 
 
 
The Characters 
 
Who is “I” (the narrator)?  
 
Who is Louis? 
 
Who is Lucy? 
 
Who is Lukey?  
 
Who is Bart?  
 
Who is Virgil K. Perkins?  
 
Who is Minnie?  



The Card Game 
 
“It was just before ten when he got his first bite” (p.99). What does this mean?  
 
 
What are the rules of vingt-et-un? (p. 100). 
 
 
Who won the first game? Lukey or Bart? What did the winner do afterwards?  
 
 
What does Virgil do initially when he is asked to play cards?  
 
 
How does Minnie encourage or discourage his card playing?  
 
 
“He can’t deal off the bottom though!” (p. 105) Who said this, and why?  
 
 
Virgil wants to end when he has lost 1000 dollars. What offer does Luke make? What is 
Minnie’s reaction? 
 
 
What does the narrator do when he realizes Lukey is going to deal the cards for this final 
game (p. 109)? How is this significant? 
 
 
The Second Scam 
 
Who is at the meeting on the next day?  
 
 
What does “Lulu-bar” stand for? 
 
 
What did Danny think the plan was?  
 
 
What actually happened?  
 
 
What do you think Danny will do after the end of the story? Do you feel sorry for him? Why, 
or why not?  
 
 
Finally, about the English … many words are spelt strangely (e.g. vaycaytion p. 98). Why? 


