Asahi Culture Center Class, 1 February 2025
Last Call

This is an Inspector Morse story. Was the death of Peter Sherwood murder or natural
causes? And what were the roles of his wife and mistress in the incident? Let’s find out ...

Once again, the epigraph (by William McFee) is important. What does it tell us about the
story in this case?

The first significant clue is in the first paragraph: “The paleness of the man’s skin ...”. Why is
this an important clue?

On p. 260, what important information do we learn about Sherwood’s syringe and insulin?

On p. 261 it says “its receiver cradled firmly on its base.” Why is this significant? Who placed
the telephone receiver back on the base?

There are two telephone calls around the time of Sherwood’s death (p. 262). Who made
them?

There was also a third call (p. 262). Who made it, and why?

What is the immediate hypothesis about what happened (p. 263, 265)?

Why are the railway tickets important (p. 263)? Why do some tickets appear later in the
story (p. 270)?

Sherwood is a “neat and tidy man” (p. 264). Why is this important?



In the pathologist’s report (p. 267), it says that Sherwood’s blood sugar level was very high.
Why is this significant? What conclusion does Morse make after hearing this?

What is the significant clue in the photo of Jane Ballantyre (p. 268)? Why did Morse tear it
up?

What important information do we get from the young woman’s message on the
Ansaphone (pp. 271-272)? Is she telling the truth?

Why does Morse respond, “She did it! She murdered him!” (p. 272)?

The second time Morse meets Mrs Sherwood, he brutally points out that Peter had a
mistress (p. 274). Why did he change his tactics?

Mrs Sherwood admits making a call around six o’clock (bottom of p. 275). But there is
something about her story (p. 278) which is an obvious lie. What is it?

Why do you think she does not want to tell Morse about the other woman (p. 278)?

What is the punch line on p. 279 that reveals the solution?

Ultimately, was it murder or not?

What do you think is the relationship between Mrs Sherwood and Jane Ballantyre?

Let’s think again about the epigraph. Having discussed the story in detail, has your
understanding of the epigraph changed?



