
Asahi Culture Center Class, 18 February 2025 
 

A Case of Mis-Identity 
 
This is a piece of Sherlock Holmes fan fiction! Colin Dexter borrows the characters and time 
period of Arthur Conan Doyle to write an original story. But it is a somewhat ironic story. 
Why? Let’s find out … 
 
The Characters 
 
Give some details about the following main characters in the story. 
 
Sherlock Holmes 
 
Mycroft 
 
Watson 
 
The narrator (“I”) 
 
Miss Charlotte van Allen 
 
Mr Wyndham 
 
Mrs Wyndham 
 
Mr Horatio Darvill 
 
Mrs Hudson 
 
 
 
Scene 1: Charlotte visits Holmes (p. 136-144) 
 
Give a short summary of Charlotte’s story. What does she think happened to Mr Darvill? 
 
 
 
Scene 2: After Charlotte has left (pp. 144-150) 
 
What letters does Holmes want to write (p. 147). Why? 
 
 
How is the problem of learning Charlotte’s address resolved? 
 
 
What is the joke that Mycroft and Watson share (p. 150)? 



Scene 3: Mr Wyndham’s visit and Holmes’ solution (pp. 151-155) 
 
At the top of page 151, why does the narrator say “it is not an irrelevant matter”? 
 
 
Give a short summary of Holmes’ solution to this mystery. 
 
 
How does Mr Wyndham react? 
 
 
 
Scene 4: Mycroft’s solution (pp. 155-162) 
 
After Mr Wyndham leaves, Mycroft gives an alternative explanation of events. Give a short 
summary. 
 
 
 
Scene 5: Watson’s solution (pp. 162-163) 
 
Give a short summary of Watson’s solution. 
 
 
Ultimately, whose explanation is correct? What crucial piece of evidence leads to the 
correct explanation? 
 
 
What does Holmes do at the end of the story? 
 
 
 
Looking back on the story 
 
The title is “A case of mis-identity”. Whose mis-identity is it? 
 
 
What is the significance in the mystery of the following things: a) typewriters, b) Charlotte’s 
money, c) Watson’s job at the hospital? 
 
 
We know that Colin Dexter likes to use epigraphs to convey important information. What is 
your reading of the epigraph this time? 
 
 
Did you enjoy this as a work of “fan fiction”, especially the ironic ending?! 
 


