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Evans Tries an O-Level 
 
This story is another involving multiple twists. It also allows us to think a little about the 
different education systems in Japan and the UK. 
 
Before reading … Education systems 
What are some of the differences between the British and Japanese education systems? 
(Summary here https://www.internationalstudent.com/study_uk/education_system/ ) 
Let’s think of the following keywords: 
 
Qualifications vs Entrance Exams 
 
 
O-levels, A-levels, GCSEs vs Eiken, ⽇本漢字能⼒検定 
 
 
Graduation vs Leaving school 
 
 
In the story, Evan tries an O-level. Why is this story made possible by the above system? 
 
 
The epigraph for this story is “The unexamined life is not worth living”. What is the play on 
words here? 
 
 
The Story 
There are a number of important items/people. Let’s discuss their roles within the story. 
 
The red-and-white bobble hat (p. 56) 
 
 
The handkerchief (p. 58) 
 
 
The razor (p. 59) 
 
 
The rubber ring (p. 61) 
 
 
The telephone (p. 62-63) 
 
 
The blanket (p. 65) 



The prison van (p. 63, 77) 
 
 
Rev. McLeery  
 
 
The blond receptionist 
 
 
Two Theories and One Twist 
 
What is the governor’s original theory about what happened (pp. 69-72)? What event 
causes him to see his mistake? 
 
 
How did Evans actually escape? 
 
 
What is the final twist? 
 
 
 
Regional and Class Accents 
Once again, Dexter uses accents to add layers of meaning. What are the nuances here? 
 
“That’s jolly kind of you.” (p. 53) 
 
 
“Quite a pleasant sort of chap, they tell me. Bit of a card, really.” (p. 53) 
 
 
“Wasn’t ‘e a mathematician?” (p. 55) 
 
 
“It was you who tool me nail-scissors away.” … “And your nail file, you poncy twit.” (p. 56) 
 
 
“I’ll be telling ye when to start, and again when ye’ve five minutes left. A’ right?” (p. 61) 
 
 
“’Ow the ‘ell am I supposed to concentrate on me exam with a bleedin’ screw breathin’ 
down me neck?” (p. 62) 
 
 
“That’s why they were doing their porridge” (p. 71)  
 


