
Asahi Culture Center Class, 8 April 2025 
 

The Second Murder at the Vicarage 
 
Author Val McDermid: https://www.valmcdermid.com 
 
This is a sequel to the Agatha Christie story Murder at the Vicarage. If you have not 
read/watched this story, watch here: https://youtu.be/CKuWi-eZG-0?si=Wvbg9kqT_Zpwa61i 
The Wikipedia synopsis is here: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Murder_at_the_Vicarage 
 
Knowing the original story will greatly help your understanding of this one! 
 
 
The Characters 
 
Who is the narrator? 
 
 
Who are the following characters that appear in the opening couple of pages? 
 

Griselda: 
 
Mary: 
 
Flora: 
 
Bill Archer: 

 
 
The Story 
 
By page 34 we have learned that there have been two deaths. Who died in the vicarage? 
When/how did the other person die? 
 
 
 
What was the relationship between the two victims? 
 
 
On page 35 it says “Inspector Slack – a misnomer if ever there was one”. What does this 
mean? 
 
 
What are the differences between the first murder in the vicarage (in Agatha Christie’s 
novel) and the second murder in the vicarage (this story by Val McDermid)? Some hints are 
on page 37. 



On page 41, Miss Marple is looking through Mary’s room. She remarks, “Most interesting.” 
What is she talking about? 
 
 
On page 42, what mood is Inspector Slack in? How does he convey this in his speech? 
 
 
On page 43, we learn the contents of the postcard. Why is this a significant clue? 
 
 
On page 45, Griselda returns. How does she try to cope with the situation? 
 
 
On page 46, Miss Marple has noticed something in Miss Hartnell’s house? What was it? 
 
 
Who is Mathilda Merchiston? What is a “shrinking violet”? 
 
 
Who is Jeremy Jenner? 
 
 
What is a Gloucester Old Spot (p. 48)? What does Griselda mean when she uses this phrase? 
 
 
The Solution 
 
What was the significance of the book about mushrooms on Miss Hartnell’s shelf? 
 
 
What was the motive for killing Bill? 
 
 
What was the motive for killing Mary? 
 
 
Who were the murderers? 
 
 
 
Finally 
 
Let’s discuss your previous reading/viewing of Agatha Christie stories. 
 
 
 
Did you enjoy this “fan fiction”, or “derivative work”? Why? Why not? 


