Asahi Culture Center Class, 27 May 2025
The Jade Empress

Author Jean Kwok: https://www.jeankwok.com/about-jean-kwok

Read the profile of author Jean Kwok. How do you think her story of personal hardship
influenced her contribution to this collection of short stories? She is also the first author we
have read so far who is not British. How has this influenced the story?

Why is Miss Marple going to Hong Kong?

Who is Mr Pang?

What is a peony?

On page 182 there is a “solid-looking young man”. Who is this?

Why did Mr Pang freeze and turn deep purple?

Who are Victor and Ellen Richards?

What gossip does Ellen pass on to Miss Marple about Aunt Faith?

On page 185, why does Miss Marple feel “a vague sense of disquiet”?

On page 186, there is a photo. What does it show, and why is it significant?

Who died? What suspicious things happened before his death?

Who gave Pang Chinese medicine, and what kind of medicine was it?

Who is the first suspect mentioned by the police? Why?



On page 193 there are two clear pieces of “misdirection” (causing the reader to look in a
different direction to the actual solution). What are they?

On page 195, something had startled Aunt Faith. What do you think it was?

Who is the second murder victim, and how did she die?

On page 198, what attitudes do Victor and Ellen demonstrate? What is Miss Marple’s
response?

Who is arrested for the second murder? Why?

On page 202, suddenly “everything became clear” for Miss Marple. What caused this?

What had Miss Marple not noticed (page 203)?

Who was Tao? How did he get on the ship? And what disguise did he use?

What was the significance of the broach?

Ultimately, who was the murderer, and what was the motive?

What was the role of Victor and Ellen Richards in the story as a whole?

Looking back on the story

How does the Asian location make this similar to or different from other Agatha Christie

stories?

Reading Jean Kwok’s biography (link above), how do you think her personal story influenced
this story The Jade Princess?

Did you enjoy the story? Why, or why not?



