
Asahi Culture Center Class, 8 July 2025 
 

Murder at the Villa Rosa 
 
Author Elly Griffiths: https://ellygriffiths.co.uk/about-me/  
 
Read the profile of author Elly Griffiths. What is her connection with Italy? Her husband is an 
archeologist. This is a major connection with Agatha Christie: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Mallowan  
 
 
Who is the narrator? Who does he want to kill (p. 243)? 
 
 
The narrator has a wife and two children. They live in Battersea. He is going to Villa Rosa (p. 
244). Where did the author get these ideas from, do you think? 
 
 
Who is Bertrando? What type of place is Villa Rosa? 
 
 
 
Who are the other guests at Villa Rosa (p. 246)? Why were they there (p. 248)? 
 
 
 
What story do the Martinellis tell (pp. 249-250)? 
 
 
 
Why does Felix Jeffries want to kill Ricky (p. 252)? 
 
 
 
Why did Mrs Randall kill her husband (p. 252)? 
 
 
 
What is the relationship between Louisa Braithwaite and her husband, Marcus (p. 254)? 
 
 
 
What happened to Lord Braithwaite’s previous wives (p. 255)? 
 
 
 
Felix has various thoughts on page 256. How are these relevant to the story and ending? 



What is Colonel Peters doing? Why does he talk about a “killer hook” (p. 257)? 
 
 
In what way is writing a book like crochet, according to Miss Marple (p. 258)? 
 
 
Do you know the story of Bluebeard? https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bluebeard  
 
 
It seems like a murder has happened on page 259. But, what really happened? 
 
 
 
Felix has various health problems during the story. What are they? 
 
 
 
What ideas does Felix have for murdering Ricky (p. 261-262)? 
 
 
 
Felix sees a man on page 262. Who does the man remind Felix of? What happens when Felix 
tries to lunge after him? 
 
 
 
Who unexpectedly comes to Villa Rosa (p. 263)? 
 
 
What is the relationship between Fran and Bertrando (p. 265)? 
 
 
 
Ultimately, why is Felix at Villa Rosa? Why is Miss Marple there? 
 
 
In the end, what was the “murder at the Villa Rosa”? 
 
 
What was Miss Marple’s final advice? 
 
 
Given that this is not a typical “whodunit” book, what do you think is the main purpose or 
message of the story? Did you enjoy the story? Why, or why not? 
 
 
Have you ever considered writing a book? 


