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The Unravelling 
 
Author Natalie Haynes: https://nataliehaynes.com  
 
Miss Marple and her friend Susan Goldingay are gossiping in a tea shop about a brawl. Who 
was it between?  
 
 
Who are the following minor characters? 
 
Florence:     Williams: 
 
Syme:      Dover: 
 
 
Who had died the day after the brawl (p. 92)? How did he die? 
 
 
What is “the village telegraph” (p. 92)? 
 
 
Why does Susan take rock cakes to Miss Marple (p. 93)? 
 
 
What happened to the arrow that killed the victim (p. 94)? 
 
 
What happens when Martin meets Syme’s dog (p. 94)? Why is this an important clue? 
 
 
What does the phrase “a difficult war” (p. 95) mean? 
 
 
There are lots of references to wool and knitting in this story. What are they? 
 
 
On pages 96 and 97, Miss Marple and Susan discuss the return of Mr Weaver. How do their 
reactions to (and therefore interpretations of) this event differ? 
 
 
What colour are Mr Weaver’s eyes (p. 97)? Why is this significant? 
 
 
Why did Mr Weaver get angry at Martin (pp. 98-99)? 
 



Describe the physical appearance of Mrs Weaver. Which detail (p. 99) is particularly 
important? 
 
 
The policeman knew Mrs Weaver was lying (p.100). Why, and about what? 
 
 
What are “murder tourists” (p. 100)? 
 
 
Who is arrested for the crime? Why could he not have done it (pp. 100-101)? 
 
 
What is the significance of the discussion about knitting (p. 102)? 
 
 
Who is Eric? What does he look like, and why is this significant (p. 104)? 
 
 
What connection is there between the play on page 105 and author Natalie Haynes? 
 
 
Why would Eric interrogate his mother (p. 106)? 
 
 
Who are the important witnesses, and what do they prove (pp. 106-107)? 
 
 
What important physical feature of Martin do we learn about on page 108? 
 
 
What does Mrs Weaver plan to do in the same way as Mr Weaver (p. 109)? 
 
 
“She has committed a sort of murder. But not the kind she could be arrested for” (p. 110). 
What does this mean? 
 
 
What do we learn about the murder victim on page 110? 
 
 
Who is the murderer (p. 111)? What was the motive? Who were the accomplices to the 
murder? 
 
 
Did you enjoy the story? Why, or why not? Do you do knitting? If so, did it help you to 
understand the story? 


