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Evil in Small Places 
 
Author Lucy Foley: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lucy_Foley  
 
How does Miss Marple know her friend, Prudence? 
 
 
Why does Miss Marple think there is lots of “evil in small places” (pp. 2-3)? 
 
 
When did Prudence come to Meon Maltravers? Why? 
 
 
What is the photo on page 3? What is its significance? 
 
 
Who are the following characters we meet on pages 3-5? 
Alice    Sir Henry Tyson   Celia Beautemps 
 
George Fairweather  Christopher Palfrey   Annabelle 
 
 
Why did Miss Marple really visit her friend? 
 
 
On page 6, Prudence asks for the fire to be given new logs. Why is this moment significant? 
 
 
George treated his servants well. But who was the “former housekeeper’s daughter” (p.9)? 
 
 
What kind of festival is taking place in the village (p. 8)? This might be modelled on the 
Lewes Bonfire Celebrations: https://www.lewesbonfirecelebrations.com. 
 
 
What are some of the reasons why people do not like Celia Beautemps (pp. 10-11)? 
 
 
What happened while Miss Marple and Prudence were going to choir practice (p. 11)? 
 
 
Miss Marple found something lying in the path (p. 12). Is this significant? Why? 
 
 
Who has been murdered? How was she killed? What was she holding? 



How are the victim’s fingernails (p. 13)? Why is this significant? 
 
 
What things does Miss Marple find in the victim’s room (p. 14)? 
 
 
How do these people react to the murder? – The former choir mistress, Gordon Kipling, the 
Colonel, Christopher Palfrey, Annabelle, Prudence. 
 
 
What is Inspector Eidel’s initial attitude towards Miss Marple (p. 17)? 
 
 
What does Miss Marple suggest the police look for? Why (p. 19)? 
 
 
What does Miss Marple conclude about the note in the victim’s hand (p. 20)? 
 
 
Why did Christopher Palfrey say “I killed her” (p. 20-21)? 
 
 
What was strange about the way Celia Beautemps spoke (p. 22)? 
 
 
Who is arrested? Why? Who arrives at the same time (p. 24)? 
 
 
After going back to Prudence’s house, what does Miss Marple do (p. 26)? 
 
 
Miss Marple’s solution begins on page 26. How are the following significant? – Fingernails, 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama, French accent. 
 
 
Who was blackmailing who, and why (p. 28)? 
 
 
We learn that there was probably a previous murder. Who was killed, and by whom (p. 28)? 
 
 
How did the murder weapon get into Annabelle Palfrey’s handbag (p. 29)? 
 
 
Ultimately, who was the murderer, and what was the motive? 
 
Did you enjoy this story? In what ways was it a typical Miss Marple story? 


