Asahi Culture Center Class, 30 September 2025
Miss Marple’s Christmas

Author Ruth Ware: https://ruthware.com/about/

Ruth Ware is another professional author from the South of England. She writes “I find it
very hard to live without trees, which is maybe why there are so many forests, woods and
copses in my books. The trees are mostly holly and laurel ...”. How does this connect to the
story?

Who is coming to St Mary Mead for Christmas? Why can they not spend Christmas at home
(pp. 118-119)?

What are the problems of staying in a hotel for Christmas (pp. 119)?

Who have been invited to Christmas at Gossington Hall by Arthur and Dolly Bantry (p. 120)?

What do we learn about the relationships between the Bantrys and their guests (pp. 119-
120)?

On page 120-121, there are three details whose significances only become obvious later. a)
Joan is drinking cocktails. b) Mrs Bantry stops mid-sentence when talking about Bertie Finch.
c) It is snowing. Why are these three significant?

On pages 121-122, what do these words indicate? “Blasted inconvenient”, “bally lucky”,
“Mrs B”, “what, what!”?

What do you know about British Christmas customs, including mistletoe? Learn more here.
https://www.countryliving.com/uk/homes-interiors/g45970198/christmas-traditions-uk/

Sir Henry Clithering kisses Miss Marple and then takes a berry from the mistletoe. What
happens to him? Why does this trigger discussion about hat pins (pp. 124-125)?

Who is Ronald? What do we learn about him on page 126?

We hear about two types of murder mystery on page 127. Which do you prefer?



What does Dolly think about the Dashwoods (pp. 127-128)? What do we learn of their
background? Have you heard this surname before ...?

What happened to Ronald at university (p. 128)?

What have “gone” (p. 129)? How does this storyline echo The Body in the Library and The
Disappearance (which we read last time)? How does this link to Raymond’s reaction on page
1317

What had Mrs Dashwood repeatedly talked about the previous day? Why? (p. 133)

Who comes to investigate the case? What happens to Christmas lunch? (pp. 134-135)

What can be deduced about how the thief got in? (p. 136)

What more do we learn about Bertie Finch ... and Mary? (pp. 137-139)

What is the significance of insurance for this crime? (pp. 139-140)

In the middle of the night we get the solutions to the “who” and “where” of the mystery.
What are they? (p. 141)

How was the crime committed? What other crime was it similar to? (pp. 143-145)

What do we learn about the backgrounds of the criminals? (pp. 146-147)

What is Miss Marple knitting? How did she know to knit this? (pp. 148-149)

Did you enjoy this story? In what ways was it or was it not a typical Miss Marple story?

Of the 5 stories we have read this course, do you have a favourite? Please explain why.



