
Asahi Culture Center Class, 14 October 2025 
 

The Yo-Yo 
 
Author P.D. James: https://pdjames.co.uk  
 
Before reading these stories, let’s learn some more about P.D. James. Look at the website 
above. The following video is also a good introduction to her and her writing methods. 
https://youtu.be/QnAevlFELuY?si=NcI11RbtqWqQShK0 
 
She spent many years working in the criminal justice system and the National Health 
Service. How do you think this helped her as a writer? 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P._D._James 
 
 
What details do we learn about the narrator on pages 3 and 4? 
 
 
Where did the narrator find the yo-yo? What did it remind him of (pp. 4-5)? 
 
 
What is a prep school (p. 5)? What does it tell us about the narrator? 
 
 
How will the narrator get to his grandmother’s house for Christmas? Who will travel with 
him (pp. 5-6)? 
 
 
How is the relationship between the narrator and his grandmother (p. 6)? 
 
 
How is the relationship between the narrator and Mr Michaelmass (pp. 6-7)? 
 
 
Who is Carter, and what is his job at the school (pp. 7-8)? Who is Timmy? 
 
 
Where does the car stop? Why? (p. 10) 
 
 
What does the narrator witness (p. 11)? 
 
 
What are the circumstances of the murder? Who is killed, and how (p. 11)? 
 
 
We learn immediately about the motive. What was it (p. 12)? 



What is the story that Carter tells the police? How does it differ from the truth (p. 14-15)? 
 
 
“Better to keep the story simple and stick to it. I have sent a number of men down for life 
because they have neglected that simple rule.” (p. 15). What does this tell us about the 
narrator (which is confirmed later in the story …)? 
 
 
Who visits the manor house the next morning? Why (p. 16)?  
 
 
What job did the narrator do as an adult (p. 16)? 
 
 
What did the police find at the murder site (p. 17)? 
 
 
Why did Carter give the narrator the yo-yo (p. 18)? 
 
 
What do we learn about Mr Michalmass’ family (p. 20)? 
 
 
Ultimately, what explanation do the police think is most likely (pp. 20-21)? 
 
 
What happened to the murderer (p. 22-23)? 
 
 
Who replaces Mr Michaelmass at the school? How is the new teacher different (pp.22-23)? 
 
 
Ultimately, what happens to the yo-yo (p. 23)? 
 
 
Is there a moral or lesson in this story? If so, what is it? 
 
 
Do you think that the events that the narrator witnessed as a child influenced his choice of 
profession? If so, how and why? 
 
 
Did you enjoy the story. Why, why not? 


