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Who is Princess Ilsa Mancelli (pp. 25-26)? 
 
 
What did the media talk about after her “first marriage” that they do not talk about now (p. 
26)? Actually, how many times has she been married? 
 
 
Who or what is “the publicity machine” (p. 26)? 
 
 
Who is the narrator? What did he do, and what was his relationship with the Princess (p. 
27)? 
 
 
What was the Princess’ real name, and what kind of family did she come from (p. 28)? 
 
 
How was married life for the narrator (p. 29)? 
 
 
Who is Rodney Collingford? How did the princess meet him (p. 30)? 
 
 
What does Rodney want from Elsie? What does she want from him (p. 30)? 
 
 
What does the narrator confess on page 30? 
 
 
What are the terms of the narrator’s divorce (p. 31)? 
 
 
What hint do we get on page 32 about the reasons for Elsie’s behaviour? 
 
 
Who was “the victim”, and what do we learn about him (pp. 32-33)? 
 
 
What was the murder weapon, and why was it chosen (pp. 33-34)? 
 



What does the narrator want Collingford to feel? Why? (p. 35) 
 
 
What does the narrator send to Collingford? How does he produce them? (pp. 36-38) 
 
 
Elsie changes her name. What does she change it to? Why do you think she did this? (p. 39) 
 
 
“And then I hit on my plan” (p. 36) à “The third phase of my planning …” (p. 40). What are 
the three phases of the plan? 
 
 
Why does the narrator move house? Where does he move to? (pp. 40-41) 
 
 
How does the narrator practice carrying out his plan (pp. 42-43)? 
 
 
How does he feel while carrying out the plan (pp. 45-47)? 
 
 
Who visits the narrator two weeks after the murder? What question had he prepared an 
answer for (p. 48)? 
 
 
How long did the police investigation last (p. 49)? Was the murder ever solved? 
 
 
Who visited the narrator three months after the murder (p. 50)? 
 
 
How was the relationship between Elsie and Collingford (p. 51)? 
 
 
This story is not a whodunnit? We know from an early stage of the story who did it! But 
there is a significant twist in the story. What is it (p. 52)? 
 
 
What happens to the narrator after the incident has passed (p. 53)? How does that compare 
to Elsie’s situation (p. 54)? What does this say about the moral of the story? 
 
 
We never learn the narrator’s name. Why? 
 
 
Why do you think P.D. James wanted to write this short story? Did you enjoy it? 


