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Here are the main characters. Who are they? 
 
Charles Mickledore  Victor Mickledore  Miss Makepiece 
 
 
Major & Mrs Turville  Henry Caldwell  Gloria Belsize 
 
 
Poole    Mr & Mrs Saunders  John Pottinger 
 
 
 
We can divide the story into four main sections. Who are the narrators for each one? 
 
Part I (pp. 55-72)    Part II (pp. 72-85)   
 
Part III (pp. 85-99)    Part IV (pp. 99-100) 
 
 
Part I 
Why was Charles spending Christmas at Marston Turville (p. 56)? 
 
 
Who arrived at 19:00 on Christmas eve (p. 60)?  
 
 
 What was in the Christmas cracker? Who left it (allegedly) and why (pp. 61-63)? 
 
 
Why are the following incidents important for the murder plot: the game of hunt the hare 
(p. 64) and the change of bedrooms (p. 65)? 
 
 
There are two romantic liaisons between the main characters above. What are they (p. 66)? 
 
 
What does Charles initially receive from Santa (p. 67-68)? What is his actual present (p. 69)? 
 
 
Who has been murdered? How? What does the note say about the motive? (pp. 69-72) 
 



Part II 
Why did Charles Mickledore contact John Pottinger (p. 72)? 
 
 
Who was the original suspect? What motive did he have? (p. 76) 
 
 
What alibi did Henry Caldwell and Miss Makepiece have? (p. 77) 
 
 
Why were Mr & Mrs Saunders suspects? What were their alibis? (pp. 81-83) 
 
 
Part III 
What does Gloria ask Charles to do? What does she know that makes her afraid? (pp. 90-91) 
 
 
How is the murder weapon found? What does Charles decide to do then? (pp. 93) 
 
 
Who is the murderer? How was the murder committed? (pp. 94-96) What actions by the 
Major & Mrs Turville and Mr & Mrs Saunders confuse the story of the murder? 
 
 
What two things does Charles not know? What does the murderer tell him? (p. 97)  
 
 
Part IV 
What lie does Charles tell Pottinger? Why do you think he did this? (pp. 98-99) 
  
 
Ultimately, what are the fates of these main characters? 
 
Charles Mickledore  Major & Mrs Turville  Henry Caldwell  
 
 
Gloria Belsize   Poole    John Pottinger 
 
 
Finally 
Did you enjoy this story? How does Charles’ lie create an important similarity with the other 
two stories we have read, The Yo-Yo and The Victim? 
 
 
The story takes place at Christmas 1939. How does World War II impact the story? 
 
the Phony War  the Battle of Britain   blackout  Singapore 


