Asahi Culture Center Class, 25 November 2025
The Girl Who Loved Graveyards

Author P.D. James: https://pdjames.co.uk

What was the girl told about her father’s and grandmother’s deaths (p. 101)?

Who is Blackie (p. 102)? How is his relationship with the girl (p. 103)?

What is the relationship like with her uncle Gordon (p. 103)?

Why is walking through the graveyard safe, or not safe (p. 104)?

Why does the girl love graveyards (p. 105)?

What happens when the girl asks about her father (p. 107)?

How did her mother die (p. 107)?

What does the girl want to do for her father (p. 107)?

Who is Uncle Ned? What details do we learn about him (p. 108)?

What do we learn about the girl’s grandmother (p. 109)?

What plans are the girl’s uncle and aunt making with Ned (p. 110)? When are the plans
carried out?

What is going to happen to the girl? And what about Blackie (p. 111)?

How does the girl feel about Blackie’s fate, both before and afterwards (pp. 112-113)?

What trip has the girl planned? Where is she going and why (p. 113)?



How had Nottingham changed in the time since she knew it (p. 114)?

General knowledge/discussion: What sort of a place is Nottingham?
https://www.visitbritain.com/en/destinations/england/nottingham

What is The Dog and Whistle? What is Cranstoun House? (p. 115)

What did the girl used to do each Sunday (p. 115)?

Who does the girl contact? Why is her request received “with politeness but without
enthusiasm” (p. 117)?

What state is her grandmother’s former house in (pp. 117-118, 120)?

She hears her father’s voice. What is he saying to her (pp. 118-119)?

What happened in this house ten years ago (p. 120-121)?

“You're one of those” (bottom of p. 121). What is the man referring to?

How does the girl recall her grandmother (p. 123)? Are the memories fond or not?

What does she see in her flashback (p. 123-124)?

What did the girl think would happen (p. 125)?

Ultimately, what happened to her father (p. 126)?

To summarize: Who was the murderer? Who was the victim? Who was innocent?

Did you enjoy this story? This is really a psychological drama. What can we say about the
psychologies of a) the girl, b) the grandmother, c) the father, d) the uncles/aunt, e) the cat?



