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What is the relationship between the narrator and Harold Vinson? (p. 127)

“But they were perfectly right. | could have prevented it.” (p. 128). What does this mean the
first time you read the story? How about the second time you read the story?

What subjects do the two men teach? (pp. 128-129)

Let’s discuss the social context. What is a grammar school? What is a comprehensive
school? Also, the school is “middle class” and “twenty miles southeast of London” (p. 128).
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-34538222

Why does the narrator choose to be a teacher at this school? (p. 128)

How does Mr Vinson treat his pupils? How does he treat his wife? (p. 130)

What kind of person is Emily Vinson? (pp. 130-131)

Where do Mr and Mrs Vinson live? How did they get this house? (p. 131)

What do they both think about the house? (p. 131) What does the narrator think about it?

How does Mr Vinson treat his wife? (p. 132)

Who is Vera Pelling? (p. 133)

Why do Emily Vinson and the narrator spend some time together? What is Harold Vinson’s
reaction? (pp. 133-134)

What do you think is the relationship between Vera and the narrator? (p. 134)



What was happening at school on the evening of the crime? Where was Harold Vinson going
to be? (p. 135)

What important event happened earlier that day? What was Harold’s reaction to hearing
the news from his wife? (p. 137)

Why do the narrator and Vera go back to the Vinson’s house? (p. 137)

Who is the victim? Who found the victim? (p. 138)

What was the note found at the scene of the crime? (p. 139-140)

What other evidence was there at the scene of the crime? (pp. 140-141)

Who is convicted of attempted murder? (p. 142)

What is the twist on page 142? How was the crime really carried out?

How did Harold Vinson die? Why does the narrator say “And it was murder; | have to accept
that”? (p. 144)

Emily writes a letter to her solicitor. Why? (p. 144)

What were the motives for the crime? (p. 145)

What happens to the house, the “very desirable residence”? (p. 145)

At the end of the story, who is happier: Emily or the narrator? (p. 145)

What do you think will happen to the married couple after their move to North London?

Did you enjoy this story? Why? Why not?



