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The story starts in a Jaguar car. Mildred is reading The Times (the social pages). What does 
this immediately tell us about social class?  
 
 
Who are Mildred and Rodney Millcroft (p. 147-148)? What jobs do they do (p. 149)? 
 
 
Why are they going to Meadowsweet Croft? What is it? (p. 148-149) 
 
 
How is the relationship between Augustus Millcroft, Mildred and Rodney? (p. 150) 
 
 
What did Mildred and Rodney receive from Uncle Mortimer? Why? (p. 150) 
 
 
What is Maitland Lodge? What is Mildred’s opinion about the place? (p. 151) 
 
 
What is life like at Meadowsweet Croft? Who is Mrs. Doggett? (p. 152-153) 
 
 
After lunch, what request does Augustus make to Mildred and Rodney? (p. 155) 
 
 
What surprise news does Augustus say to Mildred and Rodney? (p. 156) 
 
 
How was the murder committed? (p. 157-158) 
 
 
What hobby does Augustus have? Why did it help with his plan? (p. 158) 
 
 
What is the Cutty Sark? (p. 158) 
 
 
What is the “blasted oak”? (p. 159) What is hidden there? 
 
 
Who did Uncle Mortimer love? What does this tell us about him? (p. 160) 



What did Uncle Mortimer think of Mildred? (p. 160) 
 
 
Why did Augustus make his confession? (p. 161) 
 
 
Rodney accuses Augustus of blackmail. Why? (p. 162) 
 
 
What are the possible consequences of Augustus’ story for Mildred and Rodney? (p. 163) 
 
 
Why had the birthday visit “gone better than he [Augustus] could have hoped”? (p. 163) 
 
 
Where do Rodney and Mildred decide to go? What do they want to do there? (p. 164) 
 
 
How do they get in? (pp. 164-165) 
 
 
What do they find in the blasted oak? (p. 167) How do they retrieve it? 
 
 
Who do Mildred and Rodney meet there? (p. 168) What happens to the thing they found? 
(p. 169) 
 
 
What do Mildred and Rodney decide to do next? (p. 170) 
 
 
Who are the Brigadier and Bunting? (pp. 170-171) 
 
 
Why was the Brigadier surprised? (p. 171) How had he helped Augustus? (p. 172) 
 
 
In the end, was there actually a murder? How was it committed?  
 
 
What is “tomorrow’s two-thirty”? (p. 173)  
 
 
What do you think is the relationship between Augustus, Mildred and Rodney at the end of 
this story? 
 
Did you enjoy this story? Why? Why not? 


