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The Murdering Sort 
 
Author Karen M. McManus: https://www.karenmcmanus.com/about  
 
Karen M. McManus is an American author of “young adult thrillers”. What kind of genre do 
you think this is? 
 
Who is the narrator, “I”? What is her relationship to Miss Marple, and to Raymond? (p. 269) 
 
 
The story starts in “a cottage that looks like something from the Home Counties in the 
middle of Cape Cod” (p. 269). Whose cottage is it, and where is it? 
 
 
Why did Diana Westover go to school in England? (p. 270) 
 
 
What is Di-and-Nic? (p. 271) 
 
 
When Diana arrives, she brings a gift. What are its “drawbacks”? (p. 272) 
 
 
They discuss “developments”. What do they think about them, and why? (p. 272) 
 
 
What does Diana want to ask Miss Marple about? (p. 273) Why? 
 
 
What is happening “tomorrow night” and who has been invited? Why? (p. 275) 
 
 
What is meant by “the murdering sort”, as in the title of the story? (p. 275) 
 
 
Who are the following characters? (p. 272, 276-278) 
 
Cherry     Harry   Josiah    Michael 
 
Stephen Macfarlane  Lucretia  Edith     Sarah 
 
  
What does Josiah want to know? What “game” has he devised learn that information? (pp. 
278-284) 
 



Why did Nicola get into Josiah’s study? (pp. 278-279) 
 
 
How do the following people react to Josiah’s “game”? 
 
Lucretia (p. 281)    Stephen (p. 282) 
 
Harry (p. 282)     Alan (p. 282) 
 
Diana (p. 283)     Edith (p. 283) 
 
 
Who has been killed, and how? (pp. 284-285) 
 
 
Why is Stephen not under suspicion at first? (p. 287) Why does he then come under 
suspicion? (p. 289) Why is he not likely to be the murderer? (p. 291) 
 
 
What is the significance of the bottle and the number of pills in it? (p. 288) 
 
 
What does Miss Marple do on p. 290 which gives a massive clue? 
 
 
Where does Nicola go? Who does she contact shortly after arriving? (pp. 292-293) 
 
 
What does Diana give to Nicola? How does Nicola react? (p. 295) 
 
 
Who is the killer? And who rescues Nicola? (p. 296) 
 
 
What was the motive, and who was potentially the second victim? Why? (pp. 297-298) 
 
 
What does Nicola receive at the end of the story? Do we think this turn of events can result 
in a happy (romantic) ending? (p. 300) 
 
 
Why were frogs important in this story? 
 
 
Did you enjoy this story? Why, why not? 


