
Asahi Culture Center Class, 3 February 2026 
 

As Good as Gold (I) 
 
The story starts with an epigraph from the Bible. Which is the key word for this story? After 
reading each section, let’s check the meanings of the section epigraphs. 
 
 
Section (i), pp. 3-7 
Who tells the story with too many pronouns (“she”, “her”)? Who is listening? Let’s tell the 
story using “the woman” and “mother” instead of she/her. 
 
 
What are the origins of the phrase “good as gold”? 
 
 
‘… the “bit o’ paper” had usurped the personal pronouns” (p. 5). What does this mean? 
 
 
Where is this conversation taking place? How do you know? Who are the three people 
having it? 
 
 
What are “bad apples” (p. 5)? How does the discussion on pp. 5-7 connect to the epigraph? 
 
 
Section (ii), pp. 7-11 
Who is Kieran Dominic Muldoon? Where is he? 
 
 
“Even at the age of sixteen, Muldoon had been flirting with terrorism; and now, twenty 
years later, she had long been his permanent mistress.” (p. 8) What “terrorism” does this 
refer to? 
 
 
Why does Muldoon think he made a mistake? What might the police have? 
 
 
What obsession does he have that the police have probably discovered (pp. 9-10)? 
 
 
What injuries did Muldoon get in his car accident? 
 
 
“Would he grass?” (p. 11) What does this mean? 
 
 



Section (iii), pp. 11-13 
Why is Lewis outside the door? What has he been instructed to do? 
 
 
Section (iv), pp. 13-14 
What has gone missing? Why has Morse disagreed with Crawford and Wilkins? 
 
 
Who is “keeping his nose clean”? (p. 13) What does this phrase mean? 
 
 
What is a “stuffed shirt”? (p. 14) Who is accused of being one, and why? 
 
 
Section (v), pp. 14-19 
What was happening in the flat in Bannister Close? (p. 15) 
 
 
“the other birds had by now abandoned their nests” (p. 16). What does this mean? 
 
 
What three pieces of strong evidence do the police have relating to Muldoon? (pp. 16-17) 
 
 
Then what did Watson do? And why did Morse make fun of his name? (p. 17) 
 
 
What does Crawford want to do? And what does Morse think about this plan? (p. 18) 
 
 
Why does Morse get angry at Lewis? (p. 18-19) What does “facilis descensus Averno” mean? 
 
 
Section (vi), pp. 19 
Who makes the U-turn? 
 
 
Section (vii), pp. 19-23 
What do the police want Muldoon to do? Why? What incentive do they offer him? 
 
 
 
What does Muldoon agree to do in the end? 
 
 
Background knowledge to help you understand this story. Look up … 
The Gold Standard   “The Troubles”  the Sun (newspaper) 


