Asahi Culture Center Class, 3 March 2026
The Inside Story (l)

This mystery by Colin Dexter contains a “story within a story”. This week we will focus on
Parts One and Two to understand the “story within the story”. Next time (17 March) we will
do Parts Three and Four to learn the solution of the “actual” murder.

Part One (The Murder)

Where and when does this story take place (p. 168)?

Who discovered the body (p. 168)?

Who was the victim and how did she die (p. 168)?

What did Bayley say he was doing on the night of the murder (p. 169-170)?

What is the significance of the section cited from the book by Diogenes Small (p. 171)?

What does Hobson tell Morse? What does he think about her (pp. 172-173)?

What items are missing from the victim’s room (p. 173)? What items are found (p. 174)?

What do we learn about the victim via her financial situation (p. 175)?

What is unusual about the ad for a cleaner (p. 177)?

How does Morse know which story to read from those submitted to the writing competition
(p. 179)?

What important piece of information does Morse receive before reading the story (p. 180)?

Part Two (The Story Within the Story)
Who is the narrator going to work for? Doing what (p. 181-182)?



What part of the house is the narrator forbidden from entering (p. 183)?

Who is Boswell? What does the narrator think of him? Why (p. 183)?

Why does the narrator call Mrs Spencer-Gilbey “ma’am” (p. 184)?

Who does the narrator meet at the house? What unexpected thing does he do (p. 185)?

When the narrator sees a note and letters for Mrs S-G, how does S-G react (pp. 186-187)?

How does the narrator feel about Mrs S-G? Who does she call a hypocrite? Why (p. 188)?

What two letters does the narrator receive (p. 189-191)? Both call her stupid (p. 191). Why?

What crime does the narrator commit (p. 192)?

What surprise does she have when she reads the second newspaper article (p. 193)?

Why was Mr Spencer-Gilbey not in the house at the time of the incident (p. 194)?

Let’s summarize the “story within a story” with a focus on the four main characters.
Marie Lawson The odd-job man

Mr John Spencer-Gilbey Mrs Valerie Spencer-Gilbey

Within this “story within a story”, who is the murderer and who is the victim? What is the
motive?

The final words of the “story within a story” are “Yes John, please be there — for both our
sakes ..."” (p. 195). What do you think the narrator wishes will happen next?

Are you enjoying it so far? Why, why not? Let’s discuss any bits you do not understand.



