Asahi Culture Center Class, 17 March 2026
The Inside Story (ll)

Last week we discussed the “story within a story”. This week we will focus on Parts Three
and Four to understand the “actual story”.

First, let’s recap Parts 1 and 2: Who was murdered? Who found the body? In the “story

within a story” (Part 2), who was the murderer, and what was the motive?

Part Three (The Clues)
What clue does Lewis give to Morse (p. 196)? What does Morse give to Lewis (p. 197)?

What six tasks does Lewis have to do? What one is Morse going to do (p. 198)?

Where does Morse go, and what does he do there (p. 199)?

Morse describes his theory to Lewis. In this theory, who is the murderer (pp. 200-201)?

Why does Lewis need to leave (p. 201)? What is Morse’s initial reaction, and why does the
reaction change (p. 202)?

What do the six clues point to (pp. 203)? Which key person do they discover as a result of
these clues (p. 205)?

Part Two (The Solution)
Who is Robert Grainger? What was his possible motive for killing Sheila (p. 206)?

How did Grainger learn of Sheila’s murder (p. 207)?

How is the atmosphere between Grainger and Lewis (pp. 207-208)?

What is Grainger’s alibi (p. 208)?

What is Mrs Grainger’s alibi (p. 209)?



What is a linguistic connection between Sheila’s story and the actual story (p. 210)?

What was Paul Bayley’s alibi (p. 211)?

Where did Lewis meet Bayley’s girlfriend? Why could they not meet at her flat (p. 211)?

What two things had Sheila done for Bayley (p. 212)?

In Lewis’ theory, who is the father of Sheila’s unborn child (p. 213)? And what is the
relationship between Bayley and Mrs Grainger?

Why was Grainger worried about Lewis interviewing his wife (p. 214)?

Ultimately, what was Mrs Grainger’s role in the murder (pp. 214-215)?

What is Morse’s theory about prime suspects in murder cases (p. 215)?

Where and why was Mrs Grainger arrested (p. 216)?

What was the clue that helped Morse see the solution (p. 216)?

Summary
Let’s recap the actual story via the relationships between the characters.

Bayley and Sheila Bayley and Mrs Grainger

Mr Grainger and Sheila Mr and Mrs Grainger

What were the important similarities and differences between the “story within a story”
and the “actual story”?

Ultimately, who was the “first class stamp” — Lewis or Morse —and who was the “second
class stamp”?



